[Evolution of the epidemiology of cholera].
The problems of the evolution of cholera at the stages of its pandemic spread are described. A short characterization of endemic zones in the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, stipulating the preservation of infection and the appearance of periodic epidemics in the world, is presented. Special attention is paid to the genesis of epidemic outbreaks in endemic and introduced foci of cholera, differing in the specific features of their formation and the accumulation of the epidemic variant of the infective agent in aqueous habitat. The role of the ecosystem of surface water reservoirs in the prolonged survival of cholera vibrios is evaluated. The necessity of the detailed study of the mechanisms and forms of existence of serogroup 0139 vibrio in open water reservoirs is substantiated. In the system of epidemiological surveillance on cholera the microbiological monitoring of environmental objects assumes the leading importance.